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Secondary Girls 

Newsletter 

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS  
Our girls have done it again! The Language/Literature team (Parris Dening, Taylah Mihell, 
Catherine McCullough, Emily Cullen, Ivy Lei, Hannah Barnett and Natalie Lambeth) won 
the state tournament in Sydney at the weekend and will now go on to represent NSW in the 
national competition. Congratulations to the girls, thanks to Mrs Keech who accompanied 
them, plus the teachers who have worked with them since a number of them started in this 
competition in Year 5. 
 
GRANDPARENTS DAY 
On Friday, September 4th we celebrated our annual Grandparents’ Day. Many grandparents 
and grand-friends, accompanied by parents, came to the school to enjoy some time with 
their granddaughters. It was a big fortnight for the school with the primary Grandparents’ 
Day in the same week as ours and last week the HSC Drama practical examination occurred 
on Wednesday as well as the primary musical. The weather was not totally kind to us on 
Grandparents’ Day even though the rain was welcome.  I would like to acknowledge the  
enthusiasm and hard work of the students and staff involved. One highlight was having all 
Year 7 as well as older girls who study Dance performing in the one segment. Mrs Jackson 
took great delight in announcing that both she and I will be joining the ranks of grandpar-
ents at the end of this year and, amazingly, at the same time with our daughters expecting 
first babies late in December.  For me this fits in well with plans for retirement and more 
overseas travel in 2010. 
  
 I was delighted to receive this thank you letter from a grandmother: 
Dear Mrs Paterson 
What a wonderful day I had at Calrossy on Friday for Grandparents’ Day! It was my first 
visit to the school and I was so impressed with everything, notably how very friendly all the 
girls were, always walking past with a smile. The amazing talent on the stage was so        
impressive. I enjoyed hearing the performances very much. Thank you all for your           
hospitality and for feeding us so well, too!   Best wishes, Marge Clift (Rosie’s grandmother). 
 
I was also delighted to speak with Barbara Purkiss, grandmother of Anna Marie Johnston. 
Barbara was my very first teacher when I started school just a “few” years ago. It is          
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interesting how we all have so many intertwining connections as we move through life and 
to reflect on the people who may have influenced us and the impact we all have on others 
through life. 
 
THE FATHER/DAUGHTER DINNER 
The dinner was held last Friday night, was a most enjoyable evening due in no small    
measure to the superb organisation of Emma Lamph pictured below left) and Sarah–Ellen 
Brazel (pictured below right). The guest speaker, Dr Chris Trethewy, entertained us all with 
his talk which partly related to his experience in the Westpac Rescue helicopter crash near 
Warialda in 2007. He went on to remind the fathers about their important role in their 
daughters’ lives and to encourage the girls as they think about their studies and their future. 

CONGRATULATIONS School and Brisbane Street Campus Leaders 2010 
School Captain:   Amy Boyce   
Girls’ Captain:   Laura Hombsch 
Girls’ Vice - captains: Khiarly Harris and Felicity Handley 
Chapel Prefects:   Ruth Macaulay and Steffi Taylor 
House Captains: 
Balleburra Sporting Brianna Bowden  Ballaburra Cultural     Kimberley Scott 
Ellaroo Sporting  Alex Falkenmire  Ellaroo Cultural          Sarah Rose Brazel 
Karrawarra Sporting Elizabeth Nicholls  Karrawarra Cultural    Madlen Corey 
Nangara Sporting  Georgina Clift  Nangara Cultural      Eugenie Barnet 
Boarder Leader:  Yet to be elected 
 
The girls will take up their duties at the beginning of Term 4 but their official induction will 
take place early next year. 
 
 
 



STAFF NEWS  
I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Mrs Aura Parsons and Mrs Renee 
Rollings who are both leaving for family reasons. Mrs Parson’s husband is already in Abu 
Dhabi and the Rollings family is moving to Newcastle. Mrs Samantha Wigan will be taking 
over most of Mrs Parsons’ classes and Mr Burke will take her Year 11 Ancient History class 
from next term. A replacement for Mrs Rollings is yet to be appointed. 
 
MAKEUP  
May I remind parents that the girls are not allowed to wear makeup to school. Some are 
wearing an excessive amount of makeup. Staff are doing their best to monitor this and the 
girls are regularly sent to my office and elsewhere and asked to remove it. Could you please 
check before your daughter leaves home in the morning. Mrs Taylor and I will be sending 
notes home to parents of chronic offenders. Another area of concern is that some girls have 
started to wear casual canvas shoes with PE uniforms. These are not acceptable and any 
girls wearing them will be reminded that they need proper sports shoes.  
 
 

Mrs Margaret  Paterson 
Head of Secondary Girls’ Campus 
 
 

Traditionally, at the end of Year 10, Calrossy celebrates the transition from Junior to Senior 
School with a function. This will take place on Thursday 12 November 2009 in the Peter 
Smart Auditorium. It is important to note that this is not a ‘formal’ occasion, rather a     
celebration to mark the move from one phase of your daughter’s education to the next.  
 
As such, it has become customary for the Year 10 girls to dress in cocktail length dresses 
and though we understand that this occasion will be marked with hair and make-up          
appointments and potentially expensive dresses and accessories, we wish to play down the 
formality of this night in an attempt to make the Year 12 Formal in two years a more       
significant ‘formal’ event. 
 
As in the past, girls may invite partners, though many girls will continue to choose to    
celebrate the night simply with other girls in their year. Photos will start at 6pm and as a 
break from the tradition of past years, the official photo package will not include partners. A 
separate photographer will be available for partner and friendship group photos. 
 
More detailed information will be sent to girls and their parents early Term 4 as will the    
official school invitation.  
 
Maree Kells 
Year 10 Year Advisor 
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YEAR 10 CELEBRATION 



Over the last few months, one of our Indigenous students, Ebonie Sadler-Small in Year 10 
has become living proof that if you want to get anywhere in life, you have to make the     
effort. 
 
Approximately three months ago, Ebonie applied to participate in a Digital Media       
Workshop in Melbourne, run by FYA (Foundation for Young Australians). She was one of 
10 students chosen from throughout Australia to attend this workshop. Not only did Ebonie 
learn a lot and get a chance to share her story, we as a school also got a chance to view the 
video she made and learn more about her life and personality. Ebonie was enriched and     
encouraged by the experience, making life long friends and exploring her past. 
 
The next thing to come along was an application for an Australian Defence Force tour to be 
held in early August. With Ebonie’s interest in and commitment to Cadets here in          
Tamworth, this tour around the army bases in Wagga, Canberra and Albury was ideal.     
Unfortunately, Ebonie was unable to attend due to health reasons but there is no doubt she 
will be applying for it next year when it becomes available. 
 
Being one to never miss out on an opportunity, Ebonie then applied for a chance to be a part 
of the advertising for IYLP (Indigenous Youth Leaders Program). Origin Communications 
conducted a survey to find the student best suited to represent themselves, their school and 
their home community. We received notification yesterday that Ebonie had been chosen as 
one of 10 students (out of a possible 200 plus nationwide) who will, in future, be used in   
advertising for IYLP. We’re unsure as to what media it will be but keep an eye out for her 
face in the future. 
 
Congratulations to Ebonie for her enthusiasm and determination. She is living proof that 
nothing is beyond your reach if you try. We look forward to seeing her further adventures. 
Thank you Ebonie for doing yourself and the school, proud. 
 
Mrs J Taylor 
Assistant Head of Campus 

Our Year 10 Science and Engineering Team travelled to Newcastle on Thursday 27th August 
to compete in the Science and Engineering Challenge Super Cup Final, a competition held 
across the country and organised by Rotary and various Universities.  The final consisted of 
winning teams from regional areas competing to attend the National Finals in Bendigo in 
October. Eight winning schools from across northern New South Wales were present. The 
day involved the students working in small teams to solve a variety of engineering and    
science problems. The Calrossy team once again demonstrated great teamwork skills and 
participated enthusiastically in all activities, finishing fourth place at the completion of the 
day.  This was a great achievement as other teams present on the day have regularly      
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING SUPER CUP FINAL 

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT! 
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competed in the National finals with one team winning the National Championship on     
several prior occasions. The girls are to be commended upon their attitude and involvement 
and we look forward to continuing our success in the challenge in 2010.  
Photo Above: Science Challenge - Ebonie Sadler-Small and Ellie Smith steering their 
hovercraft. (another picture over page) 

The were some excellent results in the ICAS Science Competition held last term.  This year 
competition entry was mostly through self nomination, especially in the senior years. It was 
pleasing to see the number of girls who took the opportunity to extend themselves in this 
challenging quiz. 45 girls achieved a Credit certificate: this was almost one third of         
participants. Particular congratulations go to the following students who were awarded a           
Distinction certificate, placing them in the top 10% of total competition entrants.  
Year 7  Amelia Riley 
Year 9  Clair Jamieson, Tegan McNamara 
Year 10  Hazel Chan, Amy Kaukiainen, Holly McMillan, Katherine Wall 
Year 11  Emma Greenalnd, Elizabeth Nicholls, Emily Say, Alison Whittaker 
Year12   Nicolina Tesoriero 

ICAS SCIENCE COMPETITION 
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Science Challenge: Katherine Grellman and Clancey O’Brien checking the fit of their 
bridge. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Caitlin Morgan Year 12 and Laura Heuston Year 8 travelled to Sydney on the Weekend 
of August 30/31 with the Gunnedah Shire Junior Band to compete in the State Brass Band 
championships:  Caitlin as principal solo cornet and Laura as principal flugel horn.  The 
band was again successful in retaining its State Junior A Grade title for the ninth successive 
year.  While Caitlin will continue with the Junior Band and the Gunnedah Shire Band also 
National A Grade champions, this will sadly be her last competition as a Calrossy student. 



21 September   Year 10   Trial School Certificate exams in Hall 
22 September   Year 10   Trial School Certificate exams in Hall 
23 Sept - 1 October  Year 11   Exams 
25/26 September      AHIGS Sydney 
27 September All day  Year 12   First Aid course in Theatrette 
1 October 12.15pm All students/parents  Year 12 tribute assembly 
1 October 2.15pm All students/parents  Year 12 Graduation Assembly 
1 October 5pm  Year 12/parents  Year 12 Thanksgiving Service 
2 October   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
2 October 3.25pm All students   Break for Spring Recess 
6-10 October 9.30-5pm     NIDA Workshop for students in the Hall 
18 October 2-8pm  Boarders   Boarders return to school 
19 October 8.30am  All students   Term 4 commences 
20 October 9am  Year 12   HSC Exams commence for 1 month 
30 October   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
9 November   Year 10   School Certificate  in Hall 
10 November   Year 10   School Certificate in Hall 
11 November   Year 10   School Certificate in Hall 
11 November 11am      Remembrance Day 
12 November   Year 10   Celebration Evening 
13 November 3.25pm All students   Break for mid term 
13 November   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
16 November 2-8pm  All boarders   Return to the boarding houses 

IMPORTANT DATES AND REMINDERS: 
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Cycling 
Alexandra Nicholls and Sara Spokes (both in Year 8) represented NSW in the Under 15 
National Road Cycling Championships in Canberra last weekend.  Each girl competed the 
following events with these great results: 
Time trial: 3rd Alex 11th Sara 
Road Race: 6th Alex 12th Sara 
Criterion: 5th Alex 13th Sara 
 
Touch Football 
Jassmin Mihell Year 8 and Laura Hombsch Year 11 are playing in the National Junior 
Touch Football Championships this week in Port Macquarie.  Laura for CIS and Jassmin for 
Northern Eagles Under 18’s. 
 
Equestrian 
Congratulations to Aprile LeBrocq-McCosker Year 7, and Oliva Kait Gallegos Year 10, 
who won the inaugural Bendemeer School Horse Sports Day for Calrossy. 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
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CAREER CHOICES 

2010 Indigenous Australian Engineering Summer School 
Interested students entering years 11 and 12 in 2010 are encouraged to apply for this event 
to be held at the University of New South Wales in Sydney from 17 – 24 January 2010. The 
summer school will help students decide whether engineering is an option they would like 
to take. 
See Mrs Anderson for an application form. 
 
University of Queensland – Link Program 
The UQ-Link program assists students who have experienced educational disadvantage as a 
result of financial hardship to gain entry into higher education. See Mrs Anderson for more 
information. 
 
Education Scholarships in Health and Fitness 
The Australian College of Sport and Fitness is offering 5 full scholarships (valued at over 
$3,800) and 35 equipment scholarships (valued at over $1,000) to motivated young people 
eager to make a difference to the health and wellbeing of Australians. Applications are now 
open, visit www.ACSF.com.au/Scholarships2009 for further details. 
 
Bedford College Open Day 
Bedford College offers Diploma and Certificate courses in Business, Finance and Child 
Care. At the Open day you can meet staff and students, discuss career options and university 
pathways, and tour the campus. For more information visit www.bedford.edu.au 
 
WHK (Northern NSW) 2010 Cadetship 
Local Accountancy and Financial Services firm WHK have a cadetship program for        
motivated young people interested in joining this industry. Applications close on 30th     
September. For more information and an application form see Mrs Anderson. 
 
Sir Adrian Solomons Memorial Law Bursary 
Each year, Everingham Solomons offers a bursary of $1,000 and 2 weeks per year paid 
work experience to a Year 12 student intending to enrol in a Bachelor of Law Degree and 
subsequently commence study. To apply see Mrs Anderson or email 
mbrooks@eversol.com.au  enclosing a letter of application and a copy of your resume.    
Applications close end of November. 
 
Donna Anderson 
Careers Advisor 
 

 
 
 
 



SPORTING RESULTS 
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Netball 
Calrossy had seven of the sixteen teams competing in the Tamworth Netball Competition 
reach the Semi Final round. Congratulations to the players and coaches of Calrossy      
Budgies, Quolls, Quokkas, Possums, Penguins, Magpies and Calrossy One. 
 
After a very competitive round of Semi Final games Calrossy has the Quolls, Budgies, and 
Possums qualify to contest Grand Finals while the Magpies and Penguins are playing       
Finals. 
 
I would like to highlight one of our teams that did not qualify for the Finals, Calrossy 
Kookaburras. Although the Kookaburras did not make it to the Finals they had a very        
enjoyable season. Strong friendships developed along with Netball skills and despite facing 
a barrage of top opposition, good sportsmanship was always on display. 
Well done to Zara Daniells, Courtney Thomas, Anna McKenzie, Erica O’Gorman, Jade   
Fogarty, Jessica Keating, Hannah Kermode, Grace Lindsay, Gabriell Lord and Chelsey 
Crawley – you represented yourselves and Calrossy with pride. 
 
Calrossy Quolls, Budgies, Possums and Magpies all reached the Tamworth Netball Grand 
Finals this Saturday! 
 
Hockey 
Calrossy Red and Calrossy One both qualified to contest Semi Finals in the Tamworth 
Hockey competition. The Calrossy Red finished second of the eight Saturday morning 
teams and Calrossy One fourth in Division 1. 
 
The Calrossy Red team coached by Mrs Hanna Klasen have been undefeated all year and is 
made up of Year 7 players. Their effort this year has been outstanding, playing against 
teams from other schools made up of girls from Yr 9, 10 and 11. 
 
Calrossy One went down to THS 1- 0 on Monday night to bow out of this year’s           
competition, The scores were locked for most of the game with both teams missing scoring 
opportunities. However a late goal for THS sealed the win. Congratulations to Mrs Judy 
Lobsey for guiding the team through the season and congratulations to Katherine Grellman, 
Emily Lane, Georgina Robinson, Amy Kaukiainen, Alexandra Hathway, Isobell Hazell, 
Bethany Piper, Emma Clifton, Molly Van Hemert, Lauren Berecry and Rosemary Picton on 
their effort this season. 
 
After playing a very competitive Semi Final with a 2 -2 result against THS, the Calrossy 
Red team now have to play the Final against Oxley to qualify for the Grand Final! 
 
Basketball 
Calrossy have two teams entered into this Semesters Tamworth Basketball Competition. 
Our Year 7 team, the Angels, is coached by Mr Peter Seymour and Mrs Julie Murrie and our 
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Year 9/10 team, the Hotshots is also coached by Mr Peter Seymour. I would like to           
acknowledge the time and commitment both coaches have offered to our girls in these      
competitions. 
 
Conduct of Games 
If a parent, coach or spectator at any sporting event involving students from Calrossy is 
concerned with the conduct of games, the following course of action should be followed: 
The concern should be referred to the Director of Sport, Calrossy - who will investigate and 
in partnership with the Head, determine an appropriate course of action.  The concern 
should not be made to officials either during or after the game.  Under no circumstances 
should parents or students contact the staff or students of an opposing school. 
 
 “It’s �ne to celebrate success but it is more important to heed the lessons of failure.” -- Bill 
Gates 
 
Mark Gallienne 
Director of Sport 

GETTING FIT FOR SUMMER - CAL-FIT 
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Students – Getting Fit for Summer 
The Cal-Fit program is aimed at providing group workout sessions for students in Term 4.  
For those students who want to get fit with the motivation of exercising in a group under a 
qualified personal trainer, then the group �tness classes are a perfect  Cal-Fit. Sessions will 
be held Thursday afternoons 3.45pm-5.00pm . 
 
Thursday classes are for all students. This will be a 7 week course and students are expected 
to participate in all classes.  The program will commence Week 1 Term 4! 


