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FROM  THE  DEPUTY HEAD OF CAMPUS 

Reception Telephone: 6766 2965   Fax: 6766 2439   
Email: admin@calrossy.nsw.edu.au   

Calrossy Anglican School 
Secondary Girls 

Newsletter 

STOP PRESS: Even as I write this, news has just reached us that our Language/Literature 
Tournament of Minds team has won the Australasian Pacific final held in Brisbane on the 
weekend. Congratulations to our girls:  Parris Dening, Taylah Mihell, Catherine        
McCullough, Hannah Barnett, Natalie Lambeth, Emily Cullen and Ivy Lei. Thankyou to 
Mrs Keech for giving of her time and energies to accompany them to Brisbane. More       
details will follow as they come to hand. Well done girls.  
 
This is our second trip to this final. From all reports our girls performed creatively; the older 
girls’ experience and talent providing outstanding guidance for the newer members of the 
team. Their success is an excellent example of team work. These girls obviously possess a 
lot of talent but talent alone wasn’t what won them the title. In the mix was leadership,     
co-operation and following the rules. Of course, there are always the supporting staff who 
have assisted these girls over the years. Many teachers have crossed their paths,              
contributing to their success. We thank them as well. Hopefully, we will get the girls to 
write their own report giving us a “blow by blow” description! Once again, congratulations. 
We at Calrossy are all very proud of your efforts. 
 
Welcome back to the shortest and busiest term of the year. Thankfully it is also the last term 
and we have a long break to look forward to. I trust you had an opportunity to enjoy the 
holiday break with your daughters. When I hear of the tragedies which strike various parts 
of the world and various people at unexpected times, I am reminded that relationships are 
precious and should never be taken for granted. The times we share with our families are a 
gift from God and we should treasure each one of them. 
 
At this time of the year, we think of our Year 12 students who are at present sitting for their 
HSC exams. We wish them all the best, not just in these exams but in the journey which lies 
ahead of them. Part of our job as a school is to prepare our students for the outside world 
and the changes they will encounter. 
 
Year 10 are also approaching their School Certificate Exams and their celebration.        
Nowadays this really marks a transition into their senior years rather the end of their    
schooling (as it was in MY day). The girls have been busy preparing for the exams as well 
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as planning for their celebration. Note that classes will continue as normal for Year 10 after 
the celebration. Some vital preparation for Year 11 is done during this time as well as the    
completion of some courses and it is essential that students attend and be prepared to work. 
Among other things, they participate in Peer Support training during this time, which is 
their first foray into leadership in the senior school. Please ensure that your girls understand 
that attendance during the last weeks of school is important. 
 
There has also been some concern about the new blue summer hats which are appearing. 
These are being phased in over a period of years (how long I’m not exactly sure) but be as-
sured you do not have to buy new ones just yet, if the white ones are still in good condition. 
The School Council has decided that girls should be able to wear the same hats throughout 
their years here at Calrossy, the bands will change as they proceed into the high school. 
 
Change – it’s all around us. I believe change is a healthy thing and should be embraced.  If 
an organisation (like a person) is not changing, it shows that it’s dead and not moving in 
new directions. Life is all about change. It demonstrates that we are alive and not stale or 
stagnant. As I get older, I sometimes wish change would happen more slowly but I suppose 
for our younger generations, change is accepted without much thought or concern! I know 
as a parent, I have to be careful not to stop my young adult children from embracing 
change. Just because things don’t happen the way they did “in the old days” doesn’t mean 
it’s not right or worthwhile. As a teacher and a parent, I keep up with change as much as 
possible. That doesn’t mean I accept every change that comes my way but I at least give it 
the time of day and consider it as an option. 
 
As the end of the school year approaches and a new one is being planned for, there is often 
a lot of talk about change – years, teachers, classes, subjects, responsibilities. This is a  
natural part of school life and should be viewed with a positive and encouraging attitude. 
Change is not always to our liking but that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s bad. Sometimes 
change is necessary for reasons we don’t always see immediately. 
 

Having been at Calrossy for a number of years, I have noticed the pattern of stress which 
often happens at the end and beginning of a school year. It is mainly borne out of insecurity, 
I believe. As a teacher, I try hard to reassure the girls that we do have their best interests at 
heart and that, given time, they should see that situations which they are initially              
uncomfortable about, will resolve themselves. They are encouraged to face change with    
enthusiasm and hope. Sometimes it’s best to sit back and observe the change before rushing 
in and branding it as not worthwhile or beneficial. Of course there will be questions and we, 
as educators, are more than willing to answer them but sometimes, an observation approach 
is the best. 
 

As Christians we have faith and hope that God has everything under His control. Even 
though we don’t see the reason for things which change, we believe that He knows what is 
best for us. We often say, He has a higher purpose. I also believe we should approach 
earthly changes which affect us in the same manner. Yes, all those who instigate change are 
not  perfect (like our Heavenly Father) but experience and knowledge of different circum-
stances play a big part in ensuring such changes are beneficial. 



Staff News: 
We farewelled Mrs Renee Rollings last term and Mrs Wendy Bowden will be taking over 
her classes until the end of the year. 
 
Due to complications following surgery Mrs Rosalind Jones will not be returning to school 
full time for at least another 2 weeks. In the meantime, Mr Darren Burke has been taking 
her Year 11 Modern History class as well as Mrs Parson’s Year 11 Ancient History class as 
they begin HSC work. This is just another example of why Calrossy is such a special place. 
Once year 12 begin their exams it is usual for their teachers to have that class time off. 
Thankyou to Darren for taking on this extra load. It is very much appreciated. Ms Nichole 
Druitt has been employed to cover Mrs Jones’ other classes. She comes to us with vast     
experience and extensive knowledge of her subject area. We have received word that Rosa-
lind is recovering well and hopes to be back teaching full time by the middle of week 4. 
 
Leigh Wilson is recovering after a long illness. It is not expected that he will return to     
Calrossy this term. The IT staff are covering his work load while Ms Jacquie Clarke is    
taking the 9/10 IST class. Once again, a big thankyou to those staff for giving of their time, 
over and above what is required. Please keep Leigh, Rosalind and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
Congratulations to Miss Skye Brumby, our new Japanese/English teacher who celebrated 
her wedding during the holidays. We wish her all the best in her married life and look for-
ward to seeing the wedding photos. Skye will be retaining her maiden name until the end of 
the year. 
 
Student teachers are often part of our staff here at Calrossy. At present an ex-student, Anna 
Campbell-Service is doing a prac on the Science staff. It is a compliment to the school that 
ex-students felt comfortable enough here in their school days to come back on “the other 
side of the fence” to try being part of the academic staff. 
 
Thanks to Margaret Paterson for allowing me to share this contribution with you. Margaret 
and I are “sharing the load” as the year gets busier. 
 
Judy Taylor 

Students sat for this competition in August. While it is not based on course work covered at 
school, it does assess students’ innate ability in Maths, particularly their problem solving 
abilities. It was pleasing to see so many students from all years attempting this difficult    
paper. Unfortunately, our Year 12s did not get to participate this year as they were in the 
middle of their Trial HSC exams.  
 
Students receiving High Distinctions and Distinctions will be presented with their           
certificates at an assembly while students receiving Credit and Participation certificates will 

heart and that, given time, they should see that situations which they are initially              
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ICAS MATHS COMPETITION 



receive their certificates from their teacher in class.   
Congratulations to all who attempted the assessment. 
Distinctions  Emily Grellman, Laura Duncan, Tegan McNamara, Roxanne Tran 
 
Credits Angelica Boyce, Sophie Clark, Georgina Haire, Rianna Ham, Ella    

Windred, Stephanie Balla, Zara Daniells, Tommy Morrison, Anna    
Murrie, Alex Prowse, Eliza Scott, Courtney Thomas, Isabelle Bowditch,  
Laura Duncan, Clair Jamieson, Emily Little, Jean Littlewood, Emily  
Pitman, Rachel Brazel, Georgie Burgess, Amy Kaukiainen, Emma   
Lambeth, Holly McMIllan, Clancey O’Brien, Hazel Chan, Laura 
Hombsch, Emily Leys, Lizzie Nicholls, Phoebe Rutherford, Alison 
Whittaker. 

Last term Calrossy students represented the school at the annual AHIGS Festival of Speech 
held at Loretto Kirribilli in Sydney.  The Junior Debating team of Catherine McCullough, 
Georgia Sleightholme and Lauren Walters (year 9) and Zara Daniells (Year 8) successfully 
made it to the semi-finals.   
 
The Senior Debating team of Taylah Mihell, Ellie smith, Stephanie Simmonds and Carleigh 
Wallace participated in two debates, being unlucky to miss the semi –final round. 
 
Amy Kaukiainen also from Year 10 participated in the Senior Public Speaking where she 
spoke on ‘Parental Guidance’.  Her impromptu topic was “The Last Seat at the Table”.  She 
capably represented Calrossy in both sections. 
 
The girls were supported by Mrs Lockhart, Mrs Lachlan and Abigail Clements (Gap        
student) and deservedly received many positive comments about their uniform and           
behaviour. 
 
Overall this was a most successful excursion due to the excellent behaviour and attitude of 
our students. 
 
Mrs D Lockhart 

On the weekend October 24th and 25th  Laura Heuston Year 8, played 3rd cornet for the 
Gunnedah Shire senior band in the Federation of Australasian Brass Band championships in 
Tweed Heads. Gunnedah won the Australasian Entertainment Championship.  
 
Emma Clifton Year 11 - played in the NSW CHS Hockey Championships at Wyong in  
August and has gained selection in the NSW CHA Open Girls Merit side. 
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AHIGS RESULTS 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Well done to Nicola Jones, Year 9, who has taken up    
gliding as a member of the Australian Air Force cadets.   
Recently Nicola received a scholarship from the Air 
Force to assist her with her ambition of obtaining her   
silver C  certificate which will allow her to carry        
passengers on flights. She should earn this certificate by 
April next year when she still won’t be old enough to 
get her L plates for driving a car. She has also been se-
lected, as one of only two, to represent the state in glid-
ing in a competition called Natfly. It was held at Amber-
ley Air Force base in Queensland and, while Nicola did 
not win she was able to achieve second place against 
much more experienced pilots. Her family and the 
school are very proud of Nicola and wish her well with 
her  “high flying” ambitions. 
 

Administration Traineeship – Lake Keepit Sport and Recreation Centre 
The centre is looking at providing an administration traineeship over 12 months through 
New England North West Group Training. The traineeship is ideally suited for a year 12 
leaver who is looking for a Gap year prior to commencing tertiary studies. Traineeship 
would commence in December 2009. 
For more information contact John White at Lake Keepit on 6769 7603 or 
john.white@communities.nsw.gov.au  OR the group training organisation on 
6762 6755 
 
Australian International Conservatorium of Music (A ICM) – Open Day   
The 2009 Open Day will be an invaluable opportunity for you to visit the new AICM      
Rozelle campus, meet with key staff/students, enjoy some live performances and gain an 
insight into pursuing a career in the music industry. This event will be beneficial for those 
interested in any genre or facet of music.  
 
Date: Saturday 7th November 2009    Time: 11am – 2pm 
Location: 114 Victoria Road, Rozelle, NSW 2039  Entry: Free 
  
To register your attendance or to find out more about the event and auditions, please call 02 
9637 0777 or via email to Katrina.quintal@aicm.edu.au 
 
JumpSTART NSW 
The NSW Government is currently offering over 200 permanent and temporary jobs for 
young people. Successful applicants will earn while they learn in the NSW Public Sector 
Cadetship Program - JumpSTART NSW. Positions are available across NSW in office or 
business administration, customer service, community services, IT and the environment.  

CAREER CHOICES 



Full details about the jobs and application process can be found at www.jobs.nsw.gov.au  
The closing date is 4 November 2009. 
 
National Summer Art Scholarship 2010 
Where: National Gallery of Australia in Canberra 
Application forms are now available online at www.nga.gov.au/summerartscholarship 
Based at the National Gallery of Australia in Canberra for one week from 10-16 January 
2010, the National Summer Art Scholarship provides students entering year 12 with an     
in-depth experience and understanding of the opportunities available in the visual arts.     
Sixteen students, two from each state and territory will be selected to represent remote,    
regional and metropolitan Australia. All students interested in the visual arts are encouraged 
to apply.    Applications close on Friday 30 October 2009.   For more information, please 
contact Adriane Boag, Youth and Community Programs, on (02) 6240 6632 or by email at 
adriane.boag@nga.gov.au 
 
Year 12 – Thinking about TAFE as an option ? 
Some popular courses such as children’s services, design, fine arts, film & TV & IT require 
an application. Selection is based on your skills, experience, interests & career plan. 
Whether you are offered a place depends on the info provided on the form so make sure you 
complete it carefully & fully. As part of the application process you may be required to    
attend an information session, complete a test, show samples of your work or attend an     
interview or audition.    Application Forms are included in the TAFE NSW Handbook 
(available at newsagents) OR available for download from the TAFE website or visit your 
local TAFE campus.   Applications close Friday 30 October 2009. 
 
European GAP Tours 2010 
The 2010 European GAP Tours brochures are now available. For your copy visit Mrs Kylie 
Lamph at Harvey World Travel 445-447 Peel St. Mrs Lamph is more than happy to meet 
with students or parents about organising a GAP Tour. Her contact number is 6766 1277. 
 
Macquarie University – uniTEST 
UniTEST is an alternative entry process used by Macquarie University to provide an        
opportunity for students who may have been disadvantaged in their studies gain entry to 
university. To be eligible students must be current Year 12 HSC students and satisfy the    
eligibility of disadvantage as assessed under the Educational Access Scheme. 
All applicants who wish to sit uniTEST must register by 13 November online at 
www.mq.edu.au/uintest in addition to applying to Macquarie University through UAC. 
UniTEST is being conducted at Macquarie University on Monday 7 December 2009. 
LEAVE WEEKEND BUS BOOKINGS  

Booking for leave weekend travel in Term 4 (13th - 16th November) is now open at         
Reception until 30th October.  Please ensure your daughter has booked by the closing date 
if travel is required.   
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TRAVEL TALK 



30 October   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
5 November   Year 10   History Day (1966-1975) 
5 November   Years 9/10   Music recital evening 
9 November   Year 10   School Certificate  in Hall 
10 November   Year 10   School Certificate in Hall 
11 November   Year 10   School Certificate in computer labs 
11 November 11am      Remembrance Day 
12 November   Year 10 & parents  Celebration Evening 
13 November 3.25pm All students   Break for mid term 
13 November   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
16 November 2-8pm  All boarders   Return to the boarding houses 
16 November   All staff   Staff development day 
17 November   All students   All classes resume 
17 November   Year 7     Lifesaving 
18 November   Junior girls   Drama fun night 
18 November   Year 7     Lifesaving 
18 November       ‘Wicked’ musical excursion to Sydney 
19 November   Year 7     Lifesaving 
19 November       ‘Wicked’ musical excursion to Sydney 
20 November   Year 7     Lifesaving 
23 November   Year 10   BlackDog Institute Insight Program 
24 November   Year 10   Peer support training commences 
25 November   Year 10   Peer support training continues 
27 November   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
28 November   Yr 12 + parents/staff  Year 12 Formal  
6 December   Boarders only   Boarders Christmas service and luncheon 
9 December   All students & parents  Carols in the hall 
10 December 10am  All students & parents  Speech Day 
10 December 1.30pm All students   Break for end of year 
10 December       Sony Children’s Camp commences 
11 December   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
11 December       Sony Childrens Camp 
12 December       Sony Childrens Camp 
13 December       Sony Childrens Camp 

IMPORTANT DATES AND REMINDERS: 
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The Rose Cottage Wearhouse has new business hours which commenced at the beginning 
of this term.  As the Wearhouse is now closed on a Wednesday it is important to call         
reception on 6766 2965 to make appointments for this term, where our friendly and experi-
enced staff of Mrs Jan Donoghue, Mrs Wendy Crowley and Mrs Meredith Griffiths can as-
sist you with all your uniform requirements. 
 
Monday:  8.30am - 4.30pm 
Tuesday:  8.30am - 4.30pm 
Wednesday: CLOSED 
Thursday: 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday: 8.30am - 4.30pm 

WEARHOUSE NEW OPENING HOURS 
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A study camp (affectionately known by our Yr 12s as NERD CAMP) was held over the last 
5 days of the recent holidays to give our Year 12 students the opportunity to study in a 
structured, positive, learning environment and access their teachers at specific times for   
assistance. Mrs Mary Wilson (Kochie) and Mrs Brony Nielsen (Mrs Boss) who supervised 
the camp were thrilled with the response and the behaviour of the students. 
 
A special thank you goes to those teachers who gave up part of their holidays to assist     
students on various days: Mr and Mrs Taylor, Mr Burke, Mrs Klasen, Mrs Draper, Mrs 
Johnson, Mrs Martin, Mrs Ryan and with mention given to Mr Nielsen for “remaining on 
call”! We were also very appreciative of Mrs Suckling’s and Mrs Coe’s capable assistance 
with boarding arrangements and for the delicious meals provided by our wonderful kitchen 
staff. Kochie and I certainly enjoyed helping some of our wonderful Year 12 group, even if 
the majority of time was spent with heads in books. We will fondly remember being 
dragged out on evening walks and the important new fashion tips and terminology the girls 
taught us! 
 
 A special thank you goes to Mrs Jackson and Mr Griffith sfor supporting yet another of our 
schemes. It is hoped this event has helped some of our Year 12s with organisation and      
understanding of subjects and ultimately improving their confidence leading up to the HSC 
which is now in full swing. We look forward to seeing the entire Year 12 group looking    
relaxed and glamorous at the Year 12 Formal at the end of November!!! 
 
Brony Nielsen 
Year 12 Teacher and Assistant Year Advisor 

EQUESTRIAN 
2009 Horseland Equestrian Australia Interschool Championships 
Jaimee Herbert Year 12, Maddison Kidd Year 9, Jessica Sylvester Year 6, and Serena       
Osborne Year 4 and Hannah Kelley Year 6 attended the 2009 Equestrian Australia         
Interschool Championships at Werribee in Melbourne from 28th September to 1st October 
2009 achieving the following results: 
 
Maddison Kidd 
6th SM6 - Showman 4 Phase   
11th Showman 2.1 4 Phase SM6 
 
Jessica Sylvester 
3rd Showman 1.1 4 Phase SM2   
5th SM2 - Showman 4 Phase 
Part of the winning Champion Showman Junior NSW team (4) 
7th C2 Combined Training   

ACHIEVEMENTS 

YEAR 12 STUDY CAMP SUCCESS 



5th Jumping 80cm 
 
Jaimee Herbert 
Co Captain of the NSW Senior team  
7th E3 Pre Novice Eventing 
Part of the 2nd place Champion Showman Senior NSW team (4) 
 
Serena Osborne 
6th C1 Combined Training 
 
Hannah Kelley 
8th Showman 1.1 4 Phase SM2 
 
Olivia-Kait Gallegos Year 10 - Barraba Pony Camp - where she was placed first in the   
following, Champion hack, senior dressage, team of four, pairs and also placed in several 
sporting events. She went on to be named Champion Senior Girl Rider. 
Zone 4 Jamboree at Quirindi - won A Grade Show Jumping with a faultless clear round on 
an A grade course built by John Easey. 
 
Emma Lambeth Year 10 - Zone 4 Jamboree at Quirindi - 5th Pairs, 5th show jumping, 5th 
Barrell.  Kootingal Pony Camp - 1st Pairs, 1st Bend Bar Aft, 2nd Bareback, 2nd Bending, 
2nd Flags 3rd D grade jumping, 3 Hack, 3 Rider, 3rd 3 Mug, 3rd Rider in Action 

Volunteer Nurses & Parents needed for Calrossy Sony Children Camp 10 - 13th       
December 
 
The Calrossy Sony Children's’ Camp is a three day residential camp for children with      
special needs between the ages of 5 - 15 years.  It is held at Calrossy every year and aims to 
provide care, fun and friendship with the children.  Senior students from Calrossy and 
neighbouring schools volunteer to become full time carers for the children. 
 
To make the camp a great success this year we need:- 
 
Nurses - to assist with supervising various activities within the camp and assisting with any 
medical issues. Eg: giving out medications, first aid 
 
Parents - to help supervise at bedtimes while the Year 12 students attend a briefing at the 
end of the day.  If you are able to donate any of your time to such a worthy cause please 
contact Sally Prowse on 6767 2623. 
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 



WANTED…….. VOLUNTEERS IN JANUARY 2010 

Calrossy P & F caters for the Australian Linedancing Championships each January at the 
Brisbane Street Campus School Hall and this is a major Fundraiser for Calrossy. 
 
This annual Country Music Fundraising event needs volunteers to help work in the Kitchen 
or Canteen. 
 
To continue the success of previous years we require your help.  If you are able to assist 
with food preparation in the Food Technology Room (making sandwiches, wraps,            
salads, quiches etc) or serve in the Canteen please either indicate your preference below and 
return form to Reception or phone M Heuston on 6766 1203 or email to sgood-
win@goodwinkenny.com.au or mlheutson@hotmail.com  
 
Marg Heuston has kindly volunteered to help supervise the Kitchen, and Susan and Gina 
Goodwin will supervise the Canteen and perhaps there are a couple of friends or a husband 
and wife team who would like to manage the Canteen on a particular day. 
Remember many hands make light work. New Year 7 parents are most welcome, as well as 
mother/ daughter combinations, Cowper parents, grand parents and fathers are all welcome. 
This is a great way to meet new people or chat to old friends as you work together for the 
benefit of our students. 
 
If you are unable to assist in the kitchen or canteen - contributions of home baking e.g.  
muffins, slices, cupcakes, brownies,  biscuits are also needed and can be dropped off to the 
canteen on any of the days listed. These donations assist greatly and allow 
more time to be spent on other duties in the kitchen.   
 
For further information please contact Susan Goodwin on 67655244 or Margie Heuston 
67661203/ mobile 0427 447885  or email to addresses above. 
——————————————————————————————–——-———— 
I am able to assist at the following times and days: 
 

Name: __________________________________ Mobile: __________________________ 
 

FOOD TECH ROOM:   8.30am to 10.30am   10.30am to 12.30pm   12.30pm to 3.00 pm 
 
CANTEEN:    
8.30am to 10.30am 10.30am to 1.00pm 1.00pm to 3.00pm      3.00pm to 5.00pm 

DAYS Canteen Time Food Tech Rm Time 

Sunday 17th     

Monday 18th     

Tuesday 19th     

Wednesday 20th     

Thursday 21st     

Friday 22nd     



Pink was the order of day on Monday 26th 
October as Calrossy Anglican School  Secondary Girls Campus celebrated Pink Ribbon 
Day. Year 10 students sold Cancer Council merchandise, pink patty cakes were served for 
morning tea, pink balloons and pink mufti adorned the school for the day.  Pink Day       
promoted awareness of the need for funds to assist in the research of Breast Cancer.  Staff 
and students participated enthusiastically in the day, even the men on staff!  
Maree Kells 
Year 10 Advisor 

with food preparation in the Food Technology Room (making sandwiches, wraps,            
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PINK DAY - FUNDRAISER FOR CANCER AWARENESS 



Dear Parents, Friends, Loved Ones and Students, 
 
This term Year 8 is selling a tea towel to help raise funds for our school’s charities. This 
unique item contains caricatures of all 70 Year 8 students, as well as Miss Taylor, Mrs    
Pollard and Miss Orman as their Little Miss alter-egos! 
 
Not only are they seriously cool but they can also make a wonderful memento and meaning-
ful gift for parents, relatives and special friends. The tea towels look amazing, are so easy to 
post and are a fabulous reminder of just how sensational Year 8 is! It is only $12 for one 
limited edition souvenir tea towel; however, feel free to buy more than one so you can make 
a bag, frame it or even turn them into a stylish evening dress! 
 
They can be ordered by returning the below order form and money to Miss Taylor or Mrs 
Suckling by 13h November 2009. Support our charities and have a laugh at Year 8! Place 
your orders now!   
———————————————————————————————————— 

TEA TOWEL ORDER FORM 
 
Name:  _____________________________________ Year: _________ 
 

Number of Tea Towels Ordered:  1 2 or _____  TOTAL Enclosed: $______ 
 
Please return form and money to Miss M Taylor  
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