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FROM  THE  HEAD OF CAMPUS 

Reception Telephone: 6766 2965   Fax: 6766 2439   
Email: admin@calrossy.nsw.edu.au   

Calrossy Anglican School 
Secondary Girls 

Newsletter 

“How time flies when one is having fun” is a time honoured cliché but you begin to realise 
how true it is when you suddenly come to the stage in the school year for the HSC trial    
exams, HSC exam performances in Dance, Drama and Music and  the information sessions 
for students moving into Years 9 and 11. Each year this busy time seems to creep up on us. 
On Wednesday 26th, a small but appreciative audience of parents, staff and students watched 
the performances of the Year 12 Drama and Dance students. Congratulations to Miss Taylor, 
Mrs Newman and the girls involved. All three of our Tournament of Minds teams spent 
more than a month preparing their solutions to the problems for this year’s challenge. The 
Language/Literature girls won their section and will go on to compete in the state          
competition. This is excellent competition with so many positive benefits. Well done to all 
of the girls involved. Our Year 10 girls came 4th in the Science and Engineering Challenge 
in Newcastle recently. This too, is a great achievement when you realise that the winning 
school has the luxury of a staff member who has a significant time allocation to train the 
students.  
 
This term has also been very challenging for students and staff trying to keep up with    
class work, homework and assessments amid other commitments and absences due to flu, 
other illnesses and commitments such as the Brisbane Show, Tournament of Minds and 
sport. It is certainly not always easy to remain positive and motivated. On the staff           
development day (Monday of the leave weekend) our morning activity, organised by the 
chaplaincy team, focused on encouragement and forgiveness. It provided us with time to   
reflect on how important it is for each one of us to be encouraged by family, friends,       
colleagues and teachers. In a conversation I had with other staff members last week, the 
topic of “table conversation” came up and we were reminiscing about the experiences we 
had had as children and the messages we received from our parents and others. My own   
father insisted that we six siblings be quiet over the evening meal so that he could listen to 
the ABC news on radio after a day out ploughing or working with sheep, so not much    
sharing of the day’s activities and encouraging happened at meal times. It did, though, at 
other times. With my own daughters I did put a high importance on family meals, much to 
their annoyance at times. However, it goes without saying, that meal times and other times 
when the family is together really are so important for the way a child’s mindset and       
outlook develop. The same applies at school when staff are interacting with students. What 
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kind of message are our young people being given? 
· Is our view of life positive….the proverbial glass “half full or half empty”? 
· Do we express optimism or excitement about the future? 
· Are we encouraging of others? 
· Are we prepared to forgive others or give them the benefit of the doubt when things 
don’t go our way? 
Do we give the message “I like others” or are we critical? 

 
It is so important that we encourage our children to take a positive outlook and to not be         
discouraged by minor setbacks. This is not to deny or ignore their concerns, of course, but a 
little encouragement goes a long way. This message was also discussed at chapel during the 
same week. In general, our girls are very good at encouraging each other. This was very  
evident to me when I was watching the Tournament of Minds teams working and in the 
Year 8 French assessment task where the girls had to work in groups to prepare and present 
(in French) a dialogue which took place in a restaurant. These are just two examples; many 
more happen every day. 
 
Newsbitz online and parent details We hope that parents are successfully accessing the 
newsletter on the website and do realise that there are a few teething problems. Feedback 
from parents is appreciated. Can I also remind everyone to make sure all contact details are 
updated when email addresses, phone numbers or any other details are changed.               
Increasingly information and reminders will be sent out using email or SMS messages, put 
on the website and included in the newsletter.  
 

Mrs Margaret  Paterson 
Head of Secondary Girls’ Campus 

(trial for Semester 2, 2009) 
 
Purpose of homework 
Homework is an essential part of a student’s overall learning and development: 
¨ Homework complements the work covered in class and serves to consolidate a student’s  

understanding of concepts and acquisition of skills. 
¨ Homework enables students to develop independent learning skills away from the        

structured supervision of the classroom. 
¨ Homework encourages students to develop organisation and planning skills and time     

management. 
¨ Homework facilitates a sense of responsibility in students and provides opportunities to 

become self motivated when striving to achieve goals. 
¨ Homework enables students to work at their own pace. 
 
Homework provides a powerful context within which to develop life long learning skills 
that are considered vital for further education, work and everyday life. 

HOMEWORK POLICY 



 
Homework environment 
To complete homework successfully students should have: 
¨ A work area that is well lit, quiet (though it is acceptable for students to listen to music 

which is not too loud as many seem to be able to concentrate and listen at the same time) 
and able to be left messy and returned to over a period of time. 

¨ The television off. 
¨ A routine time to work. 
¨ Their diary and timetable in front of them. 
¨ A plan of what needs to be done and by when. 
¨ Encouragement and approval from parents. 
 
Homework vs. Study 
There is a significant difference between homework and study.  Study is the learning of set 
content before examinations or tests.  Unless a student has had a specific or severe problem 
with an area of their work it is most effective to study in the two weeks leading up to an   
examination or test period.  Study for the sake of something to do tends to be                
counterproductive and resented by students unless there is an immediate goal in mind. The 
most effective use of study time is to engage in active learning, eg. writing out formulae, 
quotes etc. which need to be memorised, practise of typical questions, writing summaries. 
 
Time doing homework 
The school is mindful that students have a wide range of interests and demands on their 
lives outside of school and some travel for up to an hour and a half to and from school.  The 
time spent completing homework a night should be about: 
¨ Years 7/8  Maximum 60 minutes (20 minutes each subject x 3) 
¨ Years 9/10 Between 60-90 minutes (30 minutes each subject x 3) 
¨ Years 11/12 120 minutes plus  
 
At the start of each year or on enrolment students are given a school homework diary, which 
they are expected to use as a record of set homework and as a tool to organise their work.  
To help support the students and ensure a balance is met, a structured pattern of homework 
has been created for students in years 7 to 10.  Parents will know in advance what subjects 
are to be completed each night, the students will have manageable tasks and teachers can 
accurately monitor students who are struggling. 
 
Teachers should use these figures as a ceiling on the quantity of homework given. Students 
should regularly be told that they are expected to work for up to that amount of time out of 
class and that if genuine work has been occurring for that time and the task is not completed 
that they have our permission to stop at that point as we do not wish their whole lives to be 
spent doing school work. 
 
It is a significant sacrifice many boarder families are making in ‘giving’ their daughters to 
the school for many weeks on end. Leave weekends are therefore an important time         
together for many of these families. As such, it is important teachers of students in Years 7-

updated when email addresses, phone numbers or any other details are changed.               
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10 do not send students home on a leave weekend, doomed to spend most of it at a desk 
rather than enjoying their family relationships. To this end teachers should not make         
assignments due, or set a class test, for the days after a leave weekend. It is preferable, even 
if students request otherwise, to have the assessment date before the leave weekend. Similar 
consideration should be given to the holidays throughout the year and the need for students 
in Years 7-10 to have time to refresh and be relieved of the normal school pressures. 
 
Consequences for not doing homework 
All teachers are expected to check homework and keep a record of completion/non-
completion of homework.  This information is used by teachers to help determine a         
student’s effort indications on their report.  If a student cannot, for any reason, complete his 
homework a note should be sent to his/her teacher by the parent/guardian.  It is              
counterproductive for a student to persist with a task that they are unable to do.  Students 
are encouraged to make a genuine attempt at a task and do the best they possibly can within 
a reasonable amount of time.  There is a significant difference between a student who         
attempts the work and one who doesn’t bother at all.  This is where parents play a key role 
of encouraging and supporting their child in striving to do the best they can at all times. 
 
A student not completing homework without good reason may expect the following to   
happen: 
 
¨ He/she may be asked to hand in the work the next day. 
¨ He/she may be asked to stay in during lunchtime to complete the work not done at home. 
¨ If a student persistently does not do homework, his/her parents will be contacted and he/

she may be asked to do an afternoon detention. 
 
Homework Pattern 
Year 7-10 students are expected to undertake 5 sessions of homework each week. Some  
students will, for example, work the 5 week nights so they can have the weekend free.   
Others, due to sport or job commitments, may have 1 or 2 weeknights of not doing      
homework and make up for this with sessions on the weekend. 
 
The plan following on the next page allows students in Years 7-10 to effectively spread their 
time between the main subjects where homework will be set. 
 
Students in instrumental/ensemble programs should practise a minimum of 15 min., 3 times 
per week. 
 
Mark Doran 
Deputy Principal 
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Congratulations to the students listed below who have won for the school 2nd place in the 
Ilford School’s Photographic & Digital Imaging Competition for Term 2 2009 “Best School 
for the Term, Photo Category” award and for this we receive $100 worth of Ilford          
merchandise. 
 
Well done girls -  
Tiarne Akers-Jones Year 9 Heidi Cormie  Year 10 
Jessica Billet   Year 9 Nejla Jarvis   Year 10 
Alex Hathway  Year 9 Madeline Perry-Brown Year 9 
Zoe Lockhart  Year 9 Peta Middlemiss  Year 9 
Emma Keech  Year 9   

Friday 11th September 2009   
Luncheon - 12 noon at ‘The Ritz’ Centrepoint Arcade 
 
All boarder and day parents are invited to attend.  Many parents may already be aware this 
year marks the final year of Mrs Jane Johnston leading our boarder parents meetings at  
Calrossy.  Please join us on Friday for a chance to not only mingle with other Calrossy   
parents but to also honour Jane’s contribution to our school community. 
 
Please RSVP by Friday 4th September to the boarding house on 6767 2608. 

homework a note should be sent to his/her teacher by the parent/guardian.  It is              
ACHIEVEMENTS 

REMINDER - BOARDER PARENT LUNCHEON 
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Week A Day 1 (Monday) English Science Tech/VA/Elective. 

Day 2 (Tuesday) Maths Hist./Geog. English 

Day 3 (Wednesday) Science Mus/LOTE/Elective Hist./Geog. 

Day 4 (Thursday) Tech/VA/Elective English Maths 

Day 5 (Friday) Hist./Geog. Maths Science 

Week B Day 1 (Monday) Maths English Hist./Geog. 

Day 2 (Tuesday) Mus/LOTE/Elective Science Maths 

Day 3 (Wednesday) Science Hist./Geog. English 

Day 4 (Thursday) Hist./Geog. Maths Science 

Day 5 (Friday) English Tech/VA/Elective. Mus/LOTE/Elective 



7 September 5pm  Parents    RSVP for Luncheon on 11th September 
7 September 5.30pm All parents   P & F meeting in Theatrette 
7 September 6.30 - 8.30pm  HSC Music Students  Senior Musicians Evening - Dining room 
9 September   HSC Drama Students  HSC Drama Exam 
10 September 12 noon All parents   Matinee - Performance Primary Musical - Hall 
10 September 7.00pm All parents   Evening - Performance Primary Musical - Hall 
11 September 12noon All Parents   Luncheon at ‘The Ritz’ Centrepoint Arcade 
11 September   Year 11 + fathers  Yr 11 Father Daughter Dinner 
12 & 13 September      OGU AGM & 90th Anniversary weekend 
14 September 9-11.15am Year 7    Hep B & HPV Injections in the Hall 
15 September 11.45am All students    Confirmation in hall 
15 September PM  Boarders   Yr 12 Boarder Farewell Dinner in Hall 
18 September   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
21 September   Year 10   Trial School Certificate exams in Hall 
22 September   Year 10   Trial School Certificate exams in Hall 
1 October 12.15pm All students/parents  Year 12 tribute assembly 
1 October 2.15pm All students/parents  Year 12 Graduation Assembly 
1 October 5pm  Year 12/parents  Year 12 Thanksgiving Service 
2 October   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
2 October 3.25pm All students   Break for Spring Recess 
6-10 October 9.30-5pm     NIDA Workshop for students in the Hall 
18 October 2-8pm  Boarders   Boarders return to school 
19 October 8.30am  All students   Term 4 commences 
20 October 9am  Year 12   HSC Exams commence for 1 month 
23 October   Year 11   Exams 
30 October   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
9 November   Year 10   School Certificate  in Hall 
10 November   Year 10   School Certificate in Hall 
11 November   Year 10   School Certificate in Hall 
11 November 11am      Remembrance Day 
12 November   Year 10   Celebration Evening 
13 November 3.25pm All students   Break for mid term 
13 November   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
16 November 2-8pm  All boarders   Return to the boarding houses 
16 November   All staff   Staff development day 
17 November   All students   All classes resume 
17 November   Year 10   Peer support training commences 
18 November   Year 10   Peer support training continues 
18 November   Junior girls   Drama fun night 
23 November   Year 7 & 8   Lifesaving 
24 November   Year 7 & 8   Lifesaving 
25 November   Year 7 & 8   Lifesaving 
26 November   Year 7 & 8   Lifesaving 
27 November   All parents   NewsBitz available online 
27 November   Year 7 & 8   Lifesaving 
28 November   Yr 12 + parents  Year 12 Formal  
6 December   Boarders only   Boarders Christmas service and luncheon 
9 December   All students & parents  Carols in the hall 
10 December 10am  All students & parents  Speech Day 
10 December 1.30pm All students   Break for end of year 

IMPORTANT DATES AND REMINDERS: 
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LANGUAGES WEEK 2009 

During Week 4, Calrossy students had the opportunity to enjoy a week of special activities 
to celebrate the cultures and languages of France and Japan. Read on to find out how some  
girls responded! 
 
Languages week was fun because we ate yummy French food made by Madame Kable 
which was very rich and learnt more about French. (Eliza Scott) 
 
Mademoiselle Taylor’s games tested our French skills. The pave au chocolate was a   
chocolate cake which was moist and fudgy. Some of the students who study Japanese got 
right in the spirit and dressed up in kimonos. (Steph Balla) 
 
We had the opportunity to dress in French colours of red, white and blue (le tricolor). Some 
people in our class performed plays which they had written in French. (Anna Doran) 
French people are very passionate about how they cook and eat food. Some is sweeter than 
ours and some is more wholesome. (Lucy Suttor) 
 
Our plays were about people going to the restaurant and ordering food. (Laura Heuston) 
 
The performances were excellent and amusing. (Lara Housden) 
 
We are very sad to see Mademoiselle Amy Taylor leave. Her trivia games and parle a ma 
main were really cool. (Jessica Duncan) 
 
All the students who were in the plays were very confident and their plays were good. 
(Chikera Ryan) 
 
Thank you Madame Paterson, Madame Kable, Madame Newman, Mademoiselle Taylor and 
Sensei Dagger for allowing us to learn so much! (Rachael Favaloro) 
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Wow!  What a Night 
An enjoyable night was had by almost 290 staff, parents and friends.  The food was          
delicious, thanks to Sue Geddes and her hardworking team.  Thank you to the twelve girls 
and boys who waited on the tables.  Well done. 
 
The auction was well run by Paul Dooley and our Master of Ceremony, Martin Tremain, did 
a wonderful job ensuring the night ran smoothly.  The Snape Brothers were great and    
people were still dancing late into the night.  Special thanks to Todd and Melinda      
McDonald for a wonderful power point presentation.   
 
A big thank you to the Committee members for all their help: 
Janelle Suckling    Dimity Saunders 
Sue and Gina Goodwin Mark and Leonie Phillips 
Todd and Melinda McDonald Gina Davis 
Megan Taylor Marg Heuston 
Wendy Bowden Sarah Chaffey 
Allan Purkiss Michelle Simmonds 
 
Thank you to those who helped with canapés and slices - they were delicious.  Also to those 
people who helped set up on the Friday prior – the hall looked fantastic and to those brave 
souls who helped clean up on Sunday.  Finally, special thanks to all those who donated 
items for the auction.  A report will follow soon with further details of funds raised on the 
night. 
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Students – Getting Fit for Summer 
The Cal-Fit program is aimed at providing group workout sessions for students in Term 4.  
For those students who want to get fit with the motivation of exercising in a group under a 
qualified personal trainer, then the group �tness classes are a perfect  Cal-Fit. Sessions will 
be held Thursday afternoons 3.45pm-5.00pm . 
 
Thursday classes are for all students. This will be a 7 week course and students are expected 
to participate in all classes.  The program will commence Week 1 Term 4! 
�
� � � �  

GETTING FIT FOR SUMMER - CAL-FIT 

- FIT 

CALROSSY BALCK & WHITE BALL 



SPORTING RESULTS 
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HOCKEY 
Calrossy Hockey teams have been performing consistently on Monday nights and Saturday 
mornings during this year’s hockey season. I had the pleasure of watching Calrossy Pink 
play on Monday night against one of the competition leaders Tamworth High School. The 
Pink team would be Calrossy’s most enthusiastic and excitable hockey team! Aided by a 
band of loyal and vocal parents the team had their second draw of the season. The Pink 
team led for much of the game after a goal by Khiarly Harris against the run of play.      
Tamworth High was repelled time after time by our backs Amelie Cross, Brianna           
Middlemiss and by goalkeeper Amelia Williams. Only after repeated penalty corners was 
Tamworth High able to equal the score. Congratulations to the Pink team on their spirited 
display!  Well done to Amelie Cross, Brianna Middlemiss, Brianna Lee Bowden, Georgina 
Clift, Khiarly Harris, Sally Kay, Maddison Perry, Edwina Pursehouse, Brooke Smith,       
Felicity Thomas and Amelia Williams. 
 
The Hockey Final series is fast approaching with the first week of finals for Saturday   
morning teams on 12th September and for Monday night teams,  7th September. 
 
NETBALL 
Calrossy continues to participate each Saturday this term in the Tamworth Netball            
Association Competition. All teams are showing improvement and I thank the coaches for 
their efforts with our girls.  The Calrossy Kachinas are a team that competes to the best of 
their ability each week in the 13/14 C competition. Under the guidance of Mrs Ruth Bock, 
the Kachinas have improved both their individual skills and team play as the year has       
progressed. 
 
The netball finals are also approaching; however dates of these events have not been        
released. 
 
CALROSSY PLAYING POLICY 
All players will have time in all games contested in the season. In finals all players will take 
the field and will play a predetermined minimum amount of game time e.g. one quarter in 
Netball, depending on the sport and substitution rules. All substitutions and team            
combinations are the coach’s decision. 
 
I would also like to offer a gentle reminder to both parents and students of their expected 
behaviour at Calrossy Sporting events. While the umpiring or refereeing may not always be 
perfect, the girls who are involved in this important aspect of the sport need support not 
criticism, if we are to assist in improving their standards. 
 
I would also like to stress that while winning is fun and has its place in sport – at school 
level it should not be the primary focus. 
 
Victory is in the quality of competition, not the final score."  -Mike Marshall 
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IGSSA ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to the Calrossy IGSSA Athletics team that competed at the IGSSA Carnival 
on Tuesday 25th. Their school spirit was evident when the team left early on Monday of the 
leave weekend. Thank you to the many parents who transported athletes back to Calrossy to 
be able to compete at the Carnival.  
 
All our athletes did extremely well against high quality opposition. Many of our girls are 
eligible to compete in the same age group at next year’s IGSSA Carnival. The experience of 
competing will certainly stand Calrossy in good stead for the coming years. Many Calrossy 
athletes achieved personal best performances on the day.  
 
Well done to Isabelle Bowditch, Olivia Chapman, Katherine Grellman, Taylor Hathway, 
Zoe Radford, Julia Scott, Anna Wall, Emily Wheeler and Sophie Wilson. 
 
The outstanding performer from the IGSSA Carnival, was Julia Scott. Julia won the Junior 
High Jump (which she can compete in again next year) with a jump of 1.59m. After         
finishing 3rd fastest qualifier in the 80m hurdles, Julia then won the final of the 80m hurdles 
with a time of 13.04 seconds (half a second faster than her qualifying time). Both these 
times now qualify Julia to compete at the National Championships later in the year. To add 
to an already impressive day, Julia gained a 3rd place finish in the Junior Long Jump and 
was named Junior Girl Champion. We wish Julia ongoing success when she represents 
IGSSA at the CIS carnival. 
 
Thank you to Mr. Ian Scott, Ms Jane Orman and Mr. Ralph Lawrence for accompanying the 
girls and lending their support to the team during the Carnival. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT 
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EKKA SUCCESS 2009 
Sixteen Calrossy Cattle Team members competed at the Royal Queensland Show, “The 
Ekka” at the beginning of August winning the Terry Day Memorial Trophy for the Most 
Successful School for the second year running. Our students from Years 7 – 11 competed in 
parading and junior judging and exhibited thirteen animals in steer, breed and even fancy 
dress classes throughout a very busy, warm Brisbane week. 
 
Results are as follows: 
Fourteen of our students made the finals of the parading competition against approximately 
300 other competitors with Chikera Ryan (Year 8) winning the junior section. Corey      
Hillman was runner-up in the Intermediate section with Stephanie Frankham, Adam 
Greenland also placed. A particular mention goes to Adam Thompson (Year 7) who           
received a 6th place in his very first major show! Other students receiving places were: 
Chikera Ryan was the division A winner and Cameron Russell 5th and Corey Hillman was 
second in his class. 
 
In the junior judging Chikera Ryan was runner-up in the Junior section with Kate Johnston 
also placed. Stephanie Frankham received a place in the Intermediate Section as well. There 
were over 400 students competing in this event. 
 
Our Fancy Dress Night proved to be loads of fun with Calrossy students in their element 
dressing themselves and two heifers in the theme ‘Under the Sea’ with the heifer as a     
mermaid led around by some interesting Hawaiian hoola dancers. The other group were 
dressed up in ‘Medieval’ with the heifer as a dragon ridden by Katie Dejong Year 6 and led 
by knights and fair maidens. Calrossy received 3rd and 4th in this event. Thank you to the      
Dejong family and Wynyard Shorthorns for supplying two very patient heifers for this 
event!!! 
 
In the Hoof and Hook competition Calrossy Blondie, an angus X charolais carcase heifer, 
bred by P & M Rose of Blackville and paraded by Kelly Sheehan Year 9, was sashed        
Reserve Champion and we received 2nd with an angus X charolais also bred by  P & M 
Rose  and paraded by Beau Donnelly Year 8 and 3rd with a Hereford X Simmental bred by 
Mr R Murphy, Monreid and paraded by Brodie Cross Year 8. 
 
In the open steer competition a limousin, Calrossy Elvis, selected for the school by Mr Don 
Riley and paraded by Angus Hombsch, was placed 7th in a the largest class of the day and 
another limousin, Warregah Nugget, bred by G & B Nielsen was awarded 2nd on the Hook 
and was part of the prestigious winning team of the McDonald Shield 2010. 
 
In the Limousin breed competition, Calrossy prepared and exhibited a heifer for R & S 
Rodd, Junction Limousin. This heifer paraded by Elyse Burton Year11 was sashed Junior    
Female Champion of the breed. 
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It was a long, gruelling but rewarding week and all students are to be congratulated on their 
professional commitment, team work and fantastic work ethic. A big thank you also goes to 
Mr Geoff Nielsen and Mrs Mary Wilson for the long hours of work, organisation and         
supervision over the 7 days. Thank  you also to Geoff and Claudia Nielsen who looked after 
all the cattle for the extra last three days and brought them safely home with Mr Peter    
Murphy. 
 
AG QUIP 
Calrossy was given the honour of supplying shorthorns to represent the breed at the      
Shorthorn Stand at AgQuip this year. Cattle Team members were rostered on to prepare 
stock, help set up the display, care for the stock and help cook and sell steak sandwiches on 
the stand. Congratulations to all students involved who worked so well and so happily over 
the four days. 
 
ZONE JUNIOR JUDGING FINALS 
The Zone Junior Judging Fleece, Wool Sheep and Beef Cattle Finals were held at the    
Tamworth Showgrounds last Saturday with Calrossy representatives performing exception-
ally well. Anne Johnston Year 7 was 2nd in the Fleece Judging and Jean Littlewood was 3rd 
with the Wool Sheep competition. Stephanie Frankham, Year 11, won the Beef Cattle         
Competition with Chikera Ryan Year 8 placed 3rd. Stephanie will now go on to represent the 
zone at Sydney Royal Show 2010. Congratulations to all other competitors, Kate Johnston, 
Brodie Cross, Sarah Norris, Kelly Sheehan and Cameron Russell for their fine                 
representation as part of the Calrossy Anglican School. 


